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The Marseillaise of the South
As the 2018 legislative
session was winding down in
Annapolis, the Senate passed a
bill retiring the Old Line State’s
Confederate call to arms, but
that bill was to die in committee in the House of Delegates.
So, once again, though “Carry
Me Back to Old Virginny” has
been archived, “My Old
Kentucky Home,” “updated,”
“Maryland! My Maryland!”—
some would say miraculously—
has been preserved verbatim
despite the decades-long war
that has been waged against it.
Twenty years after
“Maryland! My Maryland!” was
codified as their anthem,
Marylanders were still proud of
their Southern heritage. In
1960, Governor J. Millard
Tawes, a Democrat, issued a
proclamation designating the
first few days of 1961, James
Ryder Randall Week, honoring
the author of the state song’s
lyrics. But by this centenary
year, a demographic shift that
would profoundly affect
Maryland culturally and
politically was just commencing. Today transplants from
above the Mason Dixon and
generations of their successors
living in the Northernized,
deep-blue I-95 Corridor, allied
with the leaders of minority
communities, keep renewing
and redoubling their efforts to
rid themselves and the state of
her “objectionable” artifacts,
her “undignified” musical relic.
Preferring an anthem that
celebrates “inclusivity and
equality,” one that isn’t a
rallying cry, as they believe, for
the “overthrow of the United
States Government,” many of
them would ban it outright if

they could.
It is the ninth verse of
“Maryland! My Maryland!”—
particularly the line, “Huzza! she
spurns the Northern scum!”—that
presents the biggest problem for
the song’s detractors. It is that
verse that expresses Randall’s
conviction that Maryland, though
she had “dallied,” would finally
answer Virginia’s pleas, and would
rise up and join the fight against
the Yankees.
Randall wrote his words as a
poem following the death of a
friend in Baltimore on April 19,
1861 when twelve civilians and
four Union soldiers were killed as
Northern troops were moving
through the town. Baltimore’s

gripped with “Gone with the
Wind fever.” In Margaret
Mitchell’s classic novel,
“bearded, shabby files” of
Confederates march down
Peachtree Street in Atlanta “to
the tune of ‘Maryland! My
Maryland!’” And its melody is
heard twice, as a waltz and as a
dirge, in the musical score of
MGM’s 1939 film adaptation of
the book.
Today, at home with
Maryland the construct, not the
historical place, “progressive”
Marylanders, steeped in the
state’s received history, are
surprised that whenever
legislation proposing changes
to “Maryland! My Maryland!”
has been introduced in the
General Assembly, it has
stirred up bitter resentments —
one lawmaker years ago was
even the recipient of death
threats. Unfortunately for the
tradition-minded, though such
bills have always been defeated,
with each new resurgence of
anti-song crusaders, the
objections of “conservatives” in
the legislature become more
equivocal, their resolution
wearing down.
citizens understood that the
With the retirement not
presence of these soldiers was
long ago of Delegate John
unlawful, and they attacked them Wood, “Maryland! My Maryaccordingly. Their stand, however, land!” lost a perennial and
is not popularly viewed these days outspoken defender. Known as
as a defense of the city and of the Johnny to his constituents in
South but as a thuggish riot.
St. Mary’s County, where Battle
Flags are still commonplace,
And the song’s opponents
attribute Randall’s pro-Confeder- Wood was one of the last of the
“Blue Dog Democrat-style”
ate, Lincoln-defaming “doggerel”
politicians in the General
to his grief and rage on hearing
news of his deceased friend. They Assembly. Continuing to attend
the Southern Legislative
argue also that “Maryland! My
Conference after Maryland
Maryland!” was made the official
withdrew
from that organizasong in 1939 only because the
whole country at that time was
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April 20th & 21st ~~ 2018 Tenn.
Division Reunion, Henry Horton
State Park in Chapel Hill. See your
recent edition of the Forrest Escort
for details.
April 26th ~~ Sam Davis Camp
meets at 7:00 p.m., Oglesby
Community Center. The Center is
adjacent to the Woodson Chapel
Church of Christ on Edmondson
Pike, 1/2 block South of the
intersection of Edmondson Pike
and Old Hickory Blvd. We will
elect officers for the next two
years. Be there!
May 24th ~~ Sam Davis Camp
meets at 7:00 p.m., Oglesby
Community Center. Speaker: Dr.
Michael Bradley
June 2nd ~~ Confederate Memorial
Day Ceremony, 10:00 a.m. at the
Sam Davis Statue, State Capitol
grounds.
June 9th ~~ Work day at N.B.
Forrest Home, Noon until...
June 16th ~~ 16th Annual Forrest
Homecoming and Southern
Heritage Festival.
June 28th ~~ Sam Davis Camp
meets at 7:00 p.m., Oglesby
Community Center. Burgers and
dogs will be served....
...continued from page 1...
tion, Delegate Wood called the move
against “My Maryland” an attempt
to alter his state’s identity.
When Johnny Wood was in
office, over in the Senate, Mike
Miller, the president of that
chamber, was also a reliable
advocate for the old song, only
recently having ceded to political
correctness. He now acquiesces
that it “needs to be put away.”
~~~ J. L. Bennett

NASHVILLE, Tenn. April 18 The Republican-dominated House
in Tennessee voted Tuesday to
punish the city of Memphis for
removing Confederate monuments
by taking $250,000 away from the
city that would have been used for
a bicentennial celebration next
year.
The retaliation came in the
form of passage of a last-minute
amendment attached to the House
appropriations bill that triggered
heated debate on the House floor
and stinging rebukes from
lawmakers from Memphis.
Rep. Antonio Parkinson began
to call the amendment vile and
racist before being cut off by boos
from fellow lawmakers.
Last year the city of Memphis,
which is majority black, was able to
find a legal loophole to get rid of two
Confederate statues and a bust by
selling city parks to a nonprofit,
which swiftly removed the
monuments. Taken away under
cover of darkness were statues of
Confederate President Jefferson
Davis and Nathan Bedford Forrest.
Forrest was a general in the
confederacy, a slave owner and a
<sic> leader in the Ku Klux Klan. A
bust of a Confederate soldier was
also removed.
A Republican lawmaker from
Chattanooga who grew up in
Memphis told fellow lawmakers
that he loved the city but this was
about obeying at least the spirit of a
law to protect historical monuments.
"And the law was very clear,
and they got smart lawyers to figure
out how to wiggle around the law,
and I think that's what the issue

is," said Rep. Gerald McCormick.
The amendment that stripped
the money away from Memphis was
sponsored by Matthew Hill, a
Republican from Jonesborough.
Another Republican lawmaker
said removing the monuments was
erasing history, he said "that's what
ISIS does" and it was a bad action
that deserved punishment.
"Today is a demonstration that
bad actions have bad consequences, and my only regret about
this is it's not in the tune of
millions of dollars," Rep. Andy Holt,
of Dresden, said of the punishment.
Another Memphis Democrat
called the move to take away the
money unchristian, hateful and
unkind, and she said she was tired
of lawmakers treating her city as if
it wasn't part of the state.
"I know some of you all would
be happy if we gave the doggone
part of the state to Arkansas," Rep.
Raumesh Akbari, said. "Arkansas
would gladly take us. But I'll tell
you something: I don't support this,
and I think if you do it you're being
ugly. It's not fair. Memphis is a part
of Tennessee. I didn't even realize
how much y'all disliked Memphis
till I got to this Legislature."
Editor's Note: I have heard it
said that were the Mississippi River
to change course and Memphis
became a part of Arkansas that the
overall level of intelligence in both
Tennessee and Arkansas would go
up. Your mileage may vary.

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey (R) on
Tuesday released a campaign ad
touting an act she signed last year
to protect Confederate monuments
in the state.
Speaking at a campaign
appearance later in the day, Ivey
defended the ad, criticizing “folks in
Washington” and “out-of-state
liberals” for attempting to interfere
with the state’s historical monuments.
"We can't and shouldn't even
try to charge or erase or tear down
our history,” she said, according to
AL.com. “We must learn from our
history.”
Ivey took over Alabama's
governorship after last year's
resignation of Gov. Robert Bentley
(R), who pleaded guilty to campaign
finance violations. She's running
for election to a full term in
November.
Last May, Ivey signed the
Alabama Memorial Preservation Act
of 2017, legislation to block local
governments from removing
monuments or renaming public
schools that have existed for more
than 40 years. The legislation came
amid a national debate over
whether Confederate monuments
should be allowed to remain in
place.
In the campaign ad released
Tuesday, Ivey tears into Washington, saying it’s “politically correct
nonsense” to think that they
“always know better.”
“We can’t change or erase our
history, but here in Alabama, we
know something Washington
doesn’t — to get where we’re going
means understanding where we’ve
been,” she says in the ad.
Ivey also blasts “special interest
groups” for calling for the statues to
be removed. The Alabama NAACP
and the Alabama Black Caucus, an
arm of the state’s Democratic Party,
have both opposed the law
protecting the statues.

A few days ago, I posted an
article citing Eugene Sledge’s With
the Old Breed that stated the first
American flag to fly over the
conquered Japanese fortress at
Shuri Castle during the World War
II battle of Okinawa was the
Confederate battle flag. Sledge, who
was present, wrote:
"Earlier in the morning [of May
29, 1945] . . . Marines had attacked
eastward into the rains of Shuri
Castle and had raised the Confederate flag. When we learned that the
flag of the Confederacy had been
hoisted over the very heart and soul
of Japanese resistance, all of us
Southerners cheered loudly. The
Yankees among us grumbled . . ."
Since Sledge was an Alabaman,
I additionally noted that Professor
Greg Grandin of New York
University wrote in an article about
Confederate symbols: “In World
War II . . . the first flag Marines
raised upon taking the [Okinawa]
headquarters of the Japanese
Imperial Army was the Confederate
one. It had been carried into battle
in the helmet of a captain from
South Carolina.”
The battle of Okinawa began
seventy-three years ago today (April
6), which was also an Easter
Sunday. Several sources such as
The Marine Corps Association &
Foundation report that South
Carolina Marine Captain Julius
Dusenberg raised the flag. But the
captain’s grandson, Stuart Moore,
reveals a more complete and
interesting story.
First, the captain’s correct
name was Julian Dusenbury. He
was the Executive Officer of cadets
at Clemson University in December
1941. After the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor he led a group of
students in a patriotic demonstration on the lawn of the University
President’s house to proclaim that
they would leave school to enlist.
Southerners have long been among
the most willing to serve in the
American army. Dusenbury’s
grandson, Stuart, was among them.

Even today forty percent of our
troops come from the South as
compared to fifteen percent from
the Northeast.
Second, the captain led the
assault that captured Shuri Castle,
the last major Japanese stronghold
on the island. “The night prior to
the assault . . . Julian crawled
through mud, over bodies, and
sneaked past Japanese sentries
nine times to drag back boxes of
ammunition through enemy lines to
his men.” During the wiping up
process a sniper shot him, putting
him in a wheelchair for his
remaining thirty years. After he was
evacuated, his men found the
Confederate flag in his helmet.
Since “they had no formal US colors
to fly they flew my grandfather’s, in
part to show their victory but also
to show their love and respect for
their ‘skipper.’” Journalist Ernie
Pyle commented upon this affection
for Dusenbury in one of his books.
Third, according to his
grandson Stuart, the captain “was
put up for the Medal of Honor. . .
but even in 1945 political correctness” about the Confederate flag
blocked it. Instead, he received the
Navy Cross but never bemoaned or
regretted his failure to get the
Medal of Honor.
Fourth, Dusenbury “returned
to South Carolina where he was
elected to the state legislature . . .
and died in 1976. Although he was
[incorrectly] attributed with the
controversial flag raising. . . he
went to his grave saying he
preferred being known [even
erroneously] for flying the Confederate banner, over winning our
nation’s highest honor.”
As Carlos Eire put it in Waiting
for Snow in Havana, “Show me
history untouched by memories
and you show me lies. Show me lies
not based on memories and you
show me the worst lies of all.” ~~
Phil Leigh
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Above: That Rebel Flag on Okinawa.
Below: When Nashville was still Southern.

