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Defending the South Against Fake News
I had some correspondence
with an editor of the Post and
Courier this week when I sent
them a letter for publication in
response to their July 6, 2019
editorial “Don’t let extremists
define our national symbols.”
As a result, I saw an
opening to send some valuable
Southern history to this
newspaper and I jumped on it.
Their editorial is good in
that they are alarmed at Nike
removing the Betsy Ross flag as
well as the Charlottesville city
council ending a celebration of
Thomas Jefferson, and the
idiots on the San Francisco
school board voting to paint
over an 80-year-old work of art
portraying the life of George
Washington.
The Post and Courier does
not want us to validate bad
people who attempt to redefine
patriotic symbols, but wait!
THEY in the media have been
doing exactly that for years ad
nauseam!
The media is the primary
reason we have this politically
correct hate and destruction of
history in the body politic.
Here is the 250 word letterto-the-editor that got this
started:
START
Your editorial of July 6,
“Don’t let extremists define our
national symbols” shows that
your heart is in the right place
but, boy, you need to look in
the mirror.
You let the KKK and Dylan
Roof define the Confederate
battle flag though neither of
them has an iota of claim to it.
You put the Southern
Poverty Law Center’s disgrace-

ful campaign to remove Confederate monuments on your front
page, and you agitate all the time
against ancient monuments
including the Calhoun monument
on Marion Square, and even
against the word “Dixie.”
And now you are surprised
when Colin Kaepernick and others
follow your lead and turn the
Betsy Ross flag, Thomas Jefferson
and George Washington into vile
racists?
The foundation of our great
nation was indeed set in 1776 as
you write, but it was certainly not
“reset in 1865.” It died a violent
death in 1865.

In the republic of the
Founding Fathers, states were
supreme, but after 1865, the
Federal Government and Northern
majority were supreme, which was
the North’s goal all along.
You quote the Gettysburg
Address but here’s what the great
H. L. Mencken wrote in May,
1920: “The doctrine is simply this:
that the Union soldiers who died
at Gettysburg sacrificed their lives
to the cause of self-determination
– ‘that government of the people,
by the people, for the people,’
should not perish from the earth.
It is difficult to imagine anything
more untrue. The Union soldiers
in that battle actually fought

against self-determination; it
was the Confederates who
fought for the right of their
people to govern themselves….”.
END
The editor wrote back and
asked who the “you” was and
that gave me my opening:
Actually, the “you” is the
Post and Courier, but also the
news media in general because
so much of the media is of the
same political philosophy,
which has utterly politicized
history in recent decades.
As serious historians know,
one can’t apply 21st century
standards to the past. When
you do that, you aren’t
understanding the past at all.
You are using it as a currentday political tool.
Your Robert Behre
explained to us on the front
page on May 16th why we
should hate the word “Dixie”
after the College of Charleston
in a disgusting fit of political
correctness changed the 175year-old name of Dixie
Plantation (“C of C dumps
‘Dixie’ name for plantation”).
Behre then implied why we
should also hate the song
“Dixie” and word “plantation.”
Do you not find it odd that
four weeks later on June 15th,
the Antifa vandalizers of the
Defenders Monument at the
Battery also had a large sign
that said “DIXIE IS DEAD.”
Maybe they were inspired
by Behre and maybe it was just
a coincidence, but the Post and
Courier is really not fair or
accurate with Southern history
at all.
...continued on page 2...

July 25th ~~ Sam Davis Camp
meets at 6:00 p.m., Oglesby
Community Center. The Center is
adjacent to the Woodson Chapel
Church of Christ on Edmondson
Pike, 1/2 block South of the
intersection of Edmondson Pike
and Old Hickory Blvd. This
meeting will not be a regular
meeting, but will substitute for
our rained out camp picnic. The
Camp will furnish barbeque, fried
chicken, and drinks. Bring a side
dish, and family and friends too.
There will be no business or
program, just some calendar
announcements.
August 23rd ~~ Sam Davis Camp
meets at the Oglesby Community
Center, 7.00 p.m.
...continued from page 1...
You let the KKK and Dylan Roof
define the Confederate battle flag
though neither of them has an iota
of claim to it. The battle flag is,
arguably, the greatest symbol of
pure American valor our nation has
ever produced because it was a
soldier’s flag, not a national flag. It
flew over the bloodiest battlefields
of a war in which 800,000 died and
over a million were wounded. It
never flew over a slave ship like the
US and British flags did for over
two centuries. The largest Klan
groups of the early 20th century
carried the American flag.
Your editorial had mentioned
the Declaration of Independence so
I wanted to tell you that when
Southerners debated seceding in
the months before they actually
did, the most widely quoted phrase
of the secession debate came from
the Declaration of Independence:
Governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just

powers from the consent of the
governed, that whenever any form
of government becomes destructive
of these ends, it is the right of the
people to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute new government. . .
And please don’t quote that
garbage about States Rights being
the right to own another person.
The Confederate Constitution
allowed free or slave states to join.
Five slave states fought for the
North throughout the entire war,
and the Emancipation Proclamation
deliberately exempted them all as
well as slaves in most Confederate
territory already captured by the
Union army.
The one thing that can be
proven beyond the shadow of a
doubt is that the North did not go
to war to end slavery. They went to
war to preserve the Union, as
Lincoln said over and over, because
all their wealth and power were tied
to the Union. They manufactured
for the South and shipped
Southern cotton and they made
obscene amounts of money with
tariffs, bounties, subsidies,
monopolies and such, which
caused three-fourths of the
treasury to flow continually into the
North, though most of the money in
the treasury came from the South.
When the Cotton States
seceded, the Northern economy
began a dramatic collapse and by
war time, there were hundreds of
thousands of people unemployed
and a dire situation in the North.
Southerners seceded because
they were fed up with Northern hate
and support for terrorism such as
John Brown and Hinton Helper that
Republicans had used to rally their
votes in the election of 1860 in
which over 60% of voters nationwide voted against Abraham
Lincoln.
The War Between the States
was one of the most unnecessary
wars in all of history but then, from
Lincoln’s standpoint, it was

necessary for him and his new
political party to establish their
control over the rest of the country,
though 800,000 had to die and over
a million be wounded for them to do
it.
To Southerners, 1861 was 1776
all over, and we in Charleston can
be especially proud because we
were never beaten by the Union
army or navy. Charleston was
unconquered militarily and never
surrendered in the War Between
the States. It was the only place
besieged that did not give way to
the besieger. When Confederate
troops were ordered to evacuate in
February, 1865 to continue the war
elsewhere, the city, which had
endured one of the longest sieges in
history, was turned over to the
Union army by a city alderman.
Slavery was dying out and
would not have lasted another
generation.
It is unconscionable that you
maintain this politically correct
hatefulness toward Southern
history. Maybe you should go back
and read your own archives which
tell a different story.
XXXXXXX, people are SO fed
up with idiotic political correctness.
The removal of Kate Smith’s
monument (she helped win WWII
with God Bless America) recently,
and, as your editorial pointed out,
Charlottesville’s canceling of
Thomas Jefferson’s birthday; the
San Francisco school board’s
decision to paint over a beautiful 80
year old mural of the life of George
Washington; the Kaepernick/Nike
thing over the Betsy Ross flag.
It is disgusting and alarming,
as your editorial pointed out. It is
like a cancer. It ain’t gonna stop. It
needs to be opposed and defeated,
which will be hard because one
political party is heavily invested in
it.
I wish the Post and Courier
would give me a chance to write
long articles on history as you do

with others. Everything I write is
solidly argued and documented. It
would definitely add to the debate.
Regardless, thank you for
letting me send this to you.
Gene
[ Article by Gene Kizer, Jr. The Post
and Courier is published in
Charleston, SC.]

With the battles we have ahead
in the state capitol building, I want
to address something that bothers
me when I see it, and that is the
"Heritage Not Hate" flags and
stickers. That phrase immediately
puts us on the defensive. We need
to be positive when we make any
kind of statement.
Some people even start
conversations with non SCV
members with "Now we're not a
hate group"... If you have done
that in the past, please stop. We
should be saying: Heritage of
Honor, My Heritage, Our Heritage,
Proud of my Heritage, etc. Just my
thoughts.
James G Patterson,
Commander
Sons of Confederate Veterans,
Tennessee Division

Illinois’ Governor J.B. Pritzer
has banned the Southern rock
band Confederate Railroad from the
Illinois State Fair because of the
band’s name and Confederate flag
on their logo. He said that the
administration bars using
resources to promote symbols of
racism. Well, kiss my grits. Let’s
look at the state fair’s “Land of
Lincoln.”
“The land of Lincoln” is the
motto of Illinois. It is on numerous
billboards across the state not to
mention on all state license plates.
Of course, this in reference to the

16th president who is claimed by
Illinois as its son, though Lincoln
was born in Kentucky not far from
Jefferson Davis.
One would assume that a lot of
state resources go into these
various signs and plates.
Though generally kept under
the political covers, Abe Lincoln,
who is of the same vintage as
Jefferson Davis and the Confederate flag, was a racist. This is using
the same measuring rod of time
(150 years ago) for the flag as for
Lincoln and his “land.”
African-American scholar
Lerone Bennett wrote in his Forced
Into Glory: Abraham Lincoln’s
White Dream that, “On at least
fourteen occasions between 1854
and 1860 Lincoln said that he
believed the Negro race was inferior
to the White race.”
Probably Lincoln’s most often
quoted remarks from one of his
debates was: I will say then that I
am not, nor ever have been, in favor
of bringing about in any way the
social and political equality of the
white and black races….
We can lay a multitude of these
sins of racism at Lincoln’s feet, but
he wasn’t alone. Fellow Illinois
Republican, United States Senator
Lyman Trumbull, said around the
same time that:
"We, the Republican Party, are
the white man’s party. We are for
the free white man, and for making
white labor acceptable and
honorable, which it can never be
when Negro slave labor is brought
into competition with it."
And how “free” was the “free
state” of Illinois, anyway? The
Illinois Historic Preservation
Department wrote this about the
history of the “Land of Lincoln:”
"However, the Illinois constitution
of 1818 allowed for limited slavery
in the salt mines and allowed
current slave owners to retain their
slaves. The General Assembly also
passed legislation that severely
curtailed the rights of free blacks
residing in the state and discouraged the migration of free blacks. If
a black person was unable to
present proof of their freedom, they
could be fined $50 or sold by the
sheriff to the highest bidder. Not

long after the passage of the
constitution, the state’s general
assembly adopted a pro-slavery
resolution that announced its
approval of slavery in slave-holding
states and at the same time
condemned the formation of
abolition societies within Illinois’
boundaries."
This “Land of Lincoln” sure has
a history of racial love.
Meanwhile, down South, where
the Confederate Battle Flag is still a
proud symbol to most, the notion of
race has nothing to do with the flag.
The design is from the Cross of
Saint Andrew and is a symbol not
only of the Christian Cross but of
the abundant Scottish heritage in
the South. The flag design was not
original with the Confederacy.
While the “Land of Lincoln” was
barring blacks from residing in the
State, Southern society depended
on African-Americans. Which is
more “racist?”
So, will Governor Pritzer cease
all administrative monies for those
signs or plates which clearly define
a racist state, and which should be
offensive to so very, very many
people?
The governor should do the
manly thing and call the legislature
into special session and dispense
with Illinois’s racist motto. If you
can cancel a contract by fiat with a
Southern Rock band because they
use a Confederate Battle flag as
part of their logo, then you ought to
sell the people of your state on
getting a new motto.
You could even have a contest
to determine the new one.
Maybe "Free Soil, Free Labor,
Free Men!" Oh, wait, as that arch
neo-Confederate historian Eric
Foner points out, that motto was
racist, too. ~~ article by Paul H.
Yarbrough
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Here's an interesting Spanish-American War photo.
On the right is Theodore Roosevelt. Next to him in the
lighter colored uniform is Col. Leonard Wood. The shorter
officer in front of the rest is the former Confederate
cavalry general and now U. S. Army Maj. Gen. of
Volunteers, "Fighting Joe" Wheeler. During action at the
Battle of Las Guasimas, the first major engagement of the
war, Wheeler supposedly called out "Let's go, boys! We've
got the damn Yankees on the run again!"
During his career in the Confederate States Army,
Wheeler was wounded three times, lost 36 staff officers to
combat, and a total of 16 horses were shot from under
him.
In 1902 while attending an event celebrating the
hundredth anniversary of West Point, James Longstreet
was sitting on the front porch of the old West Point Hotel
and saw his former cavalry commander in East Tennessee approaching. Wheeler was dressed in the blue
uniform of a U. S. Army general. "Joe," Longstreet
allegedly remarked, "I hope almighty God takes me before
he does you, for I want to be within the gates of hell to
hear Jubal Early cuss you in the blue uniform."

"Figure a man's only good for one oath at a time; I took
mine to the Confederate States of America." - John Wayne
as Ethan Edwards in "The Searchers"

